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a very large secession. The ministers came
to attach importance to their own office,
to feel that they would be more useful if
they were their own masters, and to resent
the barrier between themselves and their
clerical patrons. Practical considerations,
not theories as to the ministry, led to this
loss,

But in spite of the secession to Independency
of a great number of serious men, the Evange-
lical cause within the Church increased in
strength. From the first it had been strong,
where Arminian Methodism was weak, in
clerical adherents. These steadily increased
in numbers and in weight during the latter
part of the century, and secured a succession
by gaining a hold on Cambridge University.
From 1770, at the latest, the future was
theirs, and their influence grew for two
generations and more. They had no serious
rivals within the Church. Intellectual opposi-
tion took the form, predestined to failure, of
a revival of Unitarian thought. The old
repugnance to Calvinism gave fresh life to
an unbalanced insistence on the Fatherhood
of God. There was an agitation for relief
from doctrinal subscription on the part of
the clergy, which was unsuccessful and
was followed by a secession of able men in